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ARIANA JOY PELUSO, 21, White Lake, NY, now attending the University of Tennessee 
veterinary school.  She is the daughter of harness racing trainer Andrew Peluso and 
administrative assistant Michele Peluso.  A graduate of Cornell University, where she 
majored in animal sciences, she was a research and teaching assistant, and a former 
recipient of the HTA College Scholarship in 2004-05.  She will focus on Equine Sports 
Medicine at Tennessee.  Her family has been involved in harness racing for 30 years, 
her father starting as a groom for the immortal Stanley Dancer and now racing and 
managing Misty Acres farm.

BRITTANY SCHWARTZ, 21, Strasburg, PA, currently a junior majoring in equine 
studies at Delaware Valley College in Doylestown, PA, with a minor in business, and 
serving as an intern with Dr. Hurtgen in Nandi Farms and as an assistant trainer in 
the James Groff stable.  Miss Schwartz is a three-time recipient of the HTA College 
Scholarship.  Her father Paul is in sales and her mother Priscilla is self-employed in 
cleaning.  A cross-country runner, she holds a school track record for 5,000 meters, 
and hopes ultimately to operate her own training facility specializing in breeding, 
training and boarding standardbred horses.

KATRINA MARY SHAND, 21, Penns Grove, NJ, a junior majoring in radio, television 
and film production at Rowan University in Glassboro, NJ, this is her second consecutive 
HTA Scholarship.  The daughter of harness racing trainer Kenneth Shand and horse 
owner and bookkeeper Shirley Shand, Katrina has worked as a caterer, cashier and 
toll collector for the Delaware River and Bay Authority to help finance her education 
and has maintained a 3.74 grade average while doing so.   Her trainer father came to 
America from Australia in 1974 and Katrina and her four siblings all have worked 
with the family stable and are involved in various aspects of the sport, her brother 
Ross as a farrier and former competitor in HTA’s junior driving championships.
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